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Jonah 1:1-3
Jonah the Sprinter

I. INTRODUCTION

A. This morning we begin the study of the book of Jonah!

1. This little book is only4chapters long, but filled with spiritual truths!

2. There has also been more controversy over this little book more than any other in the Bible.

a) The bottom line is that critics have a hard time with the miracles of the Lord.

(1) Therefore, any book that contains miracles, they try to explain away.

(2) They just can"t get their "brain" around Jonah being swallowed by a great fish and burped up on the shore of Nineveh.

(a) But the reality is that the "core" of the book of Jonah isn"t about a fish at all.

(b) It is about (1) the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

(c) It is about (2) salvation by faith not works.

(d) It is about (3) God"s unstoppable grace.

(e) It is about (4) the Lord"s faithfulness- even when we are unfaithful.

(f) It is about (5) the fact that the Lord is good all of the time!

(g) And it is about (6) Jehovah being the Lord of the Gentiles as well as the Jews!

(i) Is it any wonder that critics have tried to discredit it and explain the miracles away??

(a) To accept it a divinely inspired would mean that they would have to accept the spiritual truths contained within also!

b) Lest you think that there is no historical evidence for the book of Jonah or even the man Jonah , let me give you some scriptures to back it up:

(1) 2 Kings 14:23-25 (NASB) In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king in Samaria, [and reigned] forty-one years. 

24And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. 

25 He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher.

(a) History proves that Jeroboam was a real king and he ruled over the real nation of Israel for41years. Hamath and Arabah were real places and we see from this record- Jonah was also very real!

3. Jonah was a prophet, yet the book of Jonah does not contain prophecy in the traditional sense.

a) This book is a narrative. Jonah tells us of an event that took place in his life and how he responded to that event.

II. Jonah 1:1-2 (NASB) THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO JONAH THE SON OF AMITTAI SAYING, 

2 "ARISE, GO TO NINEVEH THE GREAT CITY, AND CRY AGAINST IT, FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS HAS COME UP BEFORE ME."
A. This is the same Jonah mentioned in2Kings Chapter14 - Jonah the son of Amittai!

1. He makes it very that it was the Lord"s voice that he heard and the message was equally as clear, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city."
2. Indeed it was a great city and at the time Jonah is called to go there- it is in its prime!

a) Nineveh (located on the Tigris River) was built by Nimrod and was the capital city of the great Assyrian nation.

b) You may remember that the walls around the city were almost the size of a10-story building- some100 feet high.

c) The width, at the top of these walls was close to40 feet- that would be the equivalent of a2-lane highway.

(1) It has been said that you could run to fully equipped chariots side-by-side with room to spare- on the top on these walls.

(a) Nineveh was indeed a great city!

(i) But as with many "great cities" - sin seems to grow with the wealth and opulence, and that is the real reason the Lord wants Jonah to go to Nineveh.

(ii) The Lord wanted Jonah to cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."

B. This would seem a simple task for a man dedicated to the Lord and called as His prophet- wouldn"t you think?

1. Oh, how nave we can be concerning the things of the Lord and even serving the Lord!

a) Why is it that we assume that everything the Lord asks us to do is going to be "easy?"
b) Let"s be honest, isn"t there "something" that lies within each child-of-God that believes if we are in the will of the Lord and doing what He requires of us that there will be no pain involved- only blessing?

(1) Song of Solomon , surely this prophet of the Lord knows that and will be quick to do the Lord"s will. Right?

III. Jonah 1:3 (NASB) BUT JONAH ROSE UP TO FLEE TO TARSHISH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. SO HE WENT DOWN TO JOPPA, FOUND A SHIP WHICH WAS GOING TO TARSHISH, PAID THE FARE, AND WENT DOWN INTO IT TO GO WITH THEM TO TARSHISH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.

A. When Jonah hears what Lord wants him to do, he packs up and leaves his hometown in the Northern Kingdom of Israel and heads south to Joppa and buys a one-way ticket to Tarshish- which is on the southern coast of Spain! It was the jumping-point to the West!

1. The only problem with that is that Nineveh was east! Song of Solomon , Jonah was heading as far in the other direction as he could possibly get- away from Nineveh and away from the will of God!

2. Verse3tell us that he was trying to flee "from the presence of the Lord."
a) Not very smart for a "man of God".

b) Not very spiritual for a man dedicated to serving the Lord!

c) All in all, not a very mature thing to do for one wanting to do the Lord"s will.

(1) As we will discover in our studies of the book of Jonah:

(a) We may be able to run from "the will of God",

(b) But we can never run from the presence of the Lord!

B. Why would Jonah run? What was it about this request from the Lord that made it so difficult for Jonah to obey? Why was he willing to forfeit his relationship with the Lord rather than go to Nineveh?

1. He hated the Ninevites! When it came right down to it- he didn"t care if they were saved or not! I would even go so far as to say that it is most likely that he DID NOT WANT THEM SAVED!

a) Have you ever "hated" anyone so much that you didn"t want anything good to happen in his or her lives?

b) Jonah had good reason to hate the Ninevites. The Assyrians were a barbarous nation!

(1) One of the many things they were noted for was taking a prisoner and burying him in the desert sand up to his neck. They would them place a leather band through his tongue and stretch it out so the man could not swallow and leave him there in the desert sun to die.

(a) It is said that most would go mad before they died.

(2) The Assyrian armies traveled with their families and were described as a "plague of locusts" as they descended upon a city.

(a) History has it that entire cities would commit mass suicide rather than fall into their sadistic hands.

(3) Assyria had made several attacks upon Israel and it is very possible that Jonah had experienced their brutality first-hand!

(a) It was "standard operating procedure" for the Assyrians to kill all the men and children and rape and take captive all the women of a city.

(i) IF, and I say IF, Jonah had lost someone he loved- the Lord"s request would be easily and understandably difficult for Jonah to obey.

2. Jonah was willing to let his hatred of the Ninevites get in the way of his relationship with the Lord!

a) He deliberately chose to be the "prodigal" rather than the "prophet"!

b) In other words, when his will ran opposite of the Lord"s will- he ran in the opposite direction of the Lord.

(1) Obedience seems so "godly" when it"s easy and so "unreasonable" when it is not!

IV. CONCLUSION

A. I would imagine that Jonah found a surplus of tickets for the ship bound to Tarshish!

1. He probably found them "discounted" when he got there.

2. Now he is aboard ship and headed for his Mediterranean cruise- everything is "smooth-sailing."
a) Only one problem- he is out of the will of God!

(1) We must be careful as children of the Lord to interpret "smooth-sailing" and "discount prices" as God"s will.

(a) That kind of thinking could put us on a ship to nowhere.

(2) Likewise, we must be careful not to interpret difficulty or hardship as being out of the will of the Lord!

(a) I would like to remind you of those dear saints that have gone before us: Hebrews 11:36-38 (NASB) and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 

38 ([men] of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.

(b) I know this is a very difficult statement to actually live- but it is better to suffer in the Lord"s will than to book a Mediterranean cruise out of His will!
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Jonah 1
Jonah the Sleeper

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we began our study of the book of Jonah.

1. As usual, we did a brief background study and you might remember that I shared with you that this little book has been very controversial.

2. You may also remember that I shared with you the historical evidence of Jonah and his ministry and that there is no reason NOT to believe that everything in this book is accurate.

a) But of course, if you do not believe in a miraculous God, then Jonah"s story would be a bit hard to believe.

b) And that is where the "critics" choke. They do not believe in the Lord- therefore they cannot believe in the miracles of the Lord- therefore they cannot believe that Jonah was swallowed by a great fish and "submarined" to Nineveh.

(1) But least there be any doubt- the Lord used Jonah as a example in Matthew 12:39-41 as the only sign to His generation regarding His death and resurrection.

3. There is much to be learned in the book of Jonah about how the Lord trains a disciple.

a) We don"t like to the word "discipline" much but it is impossible to be a disciple without discipline!

(1) Alan Redpath says in his study of this book, "We are only really free when we are not free, to be free of God."
(2) You see as a disciple of the Lord, we are really slaves!

(a) We use to be slaves to sin and the flesh, but we chose a different Master and willfully accepted to be servants of the Lord.

(i) And we really experience our greatest freedom when we realize that doing His will is freedom!

(a) But this takes "discipline", and we are going to find that Jonah was a bit undisciplined.

(b) And being undisciplined prevented him from doing the will of the Lord, so the Lord is going to " Revelation -train" him. He will make him a true disciple!

(i) As we watch the Lord make a disciple out of Jonah , we can see how He will make disciples out of us!

4. One last thing before we begin our study, please keep in mind that this book is autobiographical.

a) Meaning Jonah wrote this about himself! Could you or I be this brutally honest about our hatred, prejudice, doubt and general shortcomings in the Lord?

II. Jonah 1:1-17 (NASB) THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO JONAH THE SON OF AMITTAI SAYING, 

2 "ARISE, GO TO NINEVEH THE GREAT CITY, AND CRY AGAINST IT, FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS HAS COME UP BEFORE ME." 

3BUT JONAH ROSE UP TO FLEE TO TARSHISH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. SO HE WENT DOWN TO JOPPA, FOUND A SHIP WHICH WAS GOING TO TARSHISH, PAID THE FARE, AND WENT DOWN INTO IT TO GO WITH THEM TO TARSHISH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. 

4AND THE LORD HURLED A GREAT WIND ON THE SEA AND THERE WAS A GREAT STORM ON THE SEA SO THAT THE SHIP WAS ABOUT TO BREAK UP. 

5 THEN THE SAILORS BECAME AFRAID, AND EVERY MAN CRIED TO HIS GOD, AND THEY THREW THE CARGO WHICH WAS IN THE SHIP INTO THE SEA TO LIGHTEN [IT] FOR THEM. BUT JONAH HAD GONE BELOW INTO THE HOLD OF THE SHIP, LAIN DOWN, AND FALLEN SOUND ASLEEP. 

6 SO THE CAPTAIN APPROACHED HIM AND SAID, "HOW IS IT THAT YOU ARE SLEEPING? GET UP, CALL ON YOUR GOD. PERHAPS [YOUR] GOD WILL BE CONCERNED ABOUT US SO THAT WE WILL NOT PERISH." 

7 AND EACH MAN SAID TO HIS MATE, "COME, LET US CAST LOTS SO WE MAY LEARN ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THIS CALAMITY [HAS STRUCK] US." SO THEY CAST LOTS AND THE LOT FELL ON JONAH. 

8 THEN THEY SAID TO HIM, "TELL US, NOW! ON WHOSE ACCOUNT [HAS] THIS CALAMITY [STRUCK] US? WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? AND WHERE DO YOU COME FROM? WHAT IS YOUR COUNTRY? FROM WHAT PEOPLE ARE YOU?" 

9 AND HE SAID TO THEM, "I AM A HEBREW, AND I FEAR THE LORD GOD OF HEAVEN WHO MADE THE SEA AND THE DRY LAND." 

10 THEN THE MEN BECAME EXTREMELY FRIGHTENED AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "HOW COULD YOU DO THIS?" FOR THE MEN KNEW THAT HE WAS FLEEING FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, BECAUSE HE HAD TOLD THEM. 

11SO THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHAT SHOULD WE DO TO YOU THAT THE SEA MAY BECOME CALM FOR US?"-- FOR THE SEA WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY STORMY. 

12AND HE SAID TO THEM, "PICK ME UP AND THROW ME INTO THE SEA. THEN THE SEA WILL BECOME CALM FOR YOU, FOR I KNOW THAT ON ACCOUNT OF ME THIS GREAT STORM [HAS COME] UPON YOU." 

13HOWEVER, THE MEN ROWED [DESPERATELY] TO RETURN TO LAND BUT THEY COULD NOT, FOR THE SEA WAS BECOMING [EVEN] STORMIER AGAINST THEM. 

14THEN THEY CALLED ON THE LORD AND SAID, "WE EARNESTLY PRAY, O LORD, DO NOT LET US PERISH ON ACCOUNT OF THIS MAN"S LIFE AND DO NOT PUT INNOCENT BLOOD ON US FOR THOU, O LORD, HAST DONE AS THOU HAST PLEASED." 

15 SO THEY PICKED UP Jonah , THREW HIM INTO THE SEA, AND THE SEA STOPPED ITS RAGING. 

16 THEN THE MEN FEARED THE LORD GREATLY, AND THEY OFFERED A SACRIFICE TO THE LORD AND MADE VOWS. 

17 AND THE LORD APPOINTED A GREAT FISH TO SWALLOW Jonah , AND JONAH WAS IN THE STOMACH OF THE FISH THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS.

A. I would like to point out that one of the primary disciplines of a disciple is simply to obey!

1. Please notice that the Lord did not open His idea for debate or even ask Jonah what he thought about it. He simply said, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."
a) You see the Lord is going to judge Nineveh for its wickedness, and He want to send them a messenger with the hope they will repent.

(1) We see here in this Old Testament book "in miniature", what we see in John 3:16 (NASB) "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Song of Solomon , that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

(a) Well you could say this, "For God so loved Nineveh, that He gave Jonah , that whoever would repent should not perish, but have eternal life."
(b) Jesus was all over it, but Jonah wanted no part of it!

(i) So we will learn how the Lord teaches His disciples the discipline of obedience.

B. Another great discipline of a disciple is love!

1. Jonah hated the Ninevites, but hatred doesn"t mix too well with being a disciple of the Lord. It prevents us from doing His will!

a) Luke 6:27-31 (NASB) "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

29 "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. 

30 "Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. 

31 "And just as you want people to treat you, treat them in the same way.

b) Jonah is going to learn to love the unlovely with the Lord of the Lord.

(1) Not always easy to do, but necessary if we are to do the will of the Lord!

C. And yet a3indispensable discipline of a disciple is to ALWAYS take the Lord"s side- especially when it comes to sin!

1. You see we must be100% committed against it- 90 or even99% won"t cut it!

a) Anything short of100% will end in disaster.

(1) Jonah obviously didn"t see Nineveh"s sin the same what the Lord did.

(a) It didn"t bother him the same way it did the Lord.

(i) Therefore his reactions were different also.

D. I am convinced that the Lord will call each and every one of His disciples to "Nineveh" at some point in their walks.

1. It may not be some far away land. It may even be some inward struggle, but I guarantee, whatever our personal "Nineveh" Isaiah - it will test our obedience, our love and even our opinion of sin!

a) It will be a place where we must die and Christ must live!

b) It will be place where He must reign and we must bow!

c) It will be a place where we learn that doing His will is the only place where we are really free!

(1) But it will also be a place of tremendous joy, and tremendous Holy Spirit anointing and power.

(a) John 12:24-26 (NASB) "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

25 "He who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. 

26 "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I Amos , there shall My servant also be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

(b) It is a place on anointing and power and fruitfulness because we have died and Christ reigns!

III. CONCLUSION

A. What "Nineveh" do we face this morning?

1. Perhaps it is some secret sin that has come up before the Lord and He is asking us to speak against it!

2. It could even be an attitude or a business practice, but it is that thing that perhaps we have tolerated with90 or even99% obedience, but the Lord is saying, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."
a) In other words- IT IS NO LONGER ACCEPTABLE. We must see it as the Lord does. There must be a death and it must be ours. We must bow and Christ must reign!

B. Or we can run- as Jonah did. But we must understand, if we run we will grow even more callused to that sin, and even to the people that are hurting around us- perhaps even because of us!

1. Jonah 1:4-5 And the Lord hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up. 

5 Then the sailors became afraid, and every man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to lighten [it] for them. But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down, and fallen sound asleep.

a) The storm raged, but Jonah didn"t care. He was asleep!

2. Jonah 1:15-17 So they picked up Jonah , threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 

16 Then the men feared the Lord greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 

17 And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah , and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three days and three nights.

a) Obedience is always better than the alternatives!
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Jonah 2
Jonah the Penitent

I. INTRODUCTION

A. We left off in our last study with Jonah being swallowed by the "great fish" and that is where we will pick up our study this morning- but before we do, I would like to remind you of the3 "disciplines" we talked about last week.

1. We saw the Lord teaching Jonah "obedience". He told him to "Arise and go to Nineveh", and it really wasn"t up for debate or negotiation.

2. We also saw the Lord teaching Jonah the meaning of "agape" love for people he personally hated.

3. And lastly we saw the Lord teaching Jonah to have the same attitude towards sin as He had. In other words- to always take His side when it comes to sin.

a) And since these are "disciplines" of a disciple- we will most likely face these same disciplines as the Lord trains us.

b) And we witnessed a wonderful move of the Lord as we saw many people come to the altar and face their own Nineveh"s as the Lord was working out these things in their lives.

B. I would like to remind you that we have seen from our study that Jonah has been temporarily removed from service because of his rebellion. But we are going to see that it is indeed only temporary because Jonah gets his heart right with the Lord. He begins to see things the way the Lord does. That equals repentance.

II. Jonah 1:17 (NASB) AND THE LORD APPOINTED A GREAT FISH TO SWALLOW Jonah , AND JONAH WAS IN THE STOMACH OF THE FISH THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. 

Jonah 2:1-10 THEN JONAH PRAYED TO THE LORD HIS GOD FROM THE STOMACH OF THE FISH, 

2AND HE SAID, "I CALLED OUT OF MY DISTRESS TO THE LORD, AND HE ANSWERED ME. I CRIED FOR HELP FROM THE DEPTH OF SHEOL THOU DIDST HEAR MY VOICE. 

3 "FOR THOU HADST CAST ME INTO THE DEEP, INTO THE HEART OF THE SEAS, AND THE CURRENT ENGULFED ME. ALL THY BREAKERS AND BILLOWS PASSED OVER ME. 

4 "SO I SAID, "I HAVE BEEN EXPELLED FROM THY SIGHT. NEVERTHELESS I WILL LOOK AGAIN TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE." 

5 "WATER ENCOMPASSED ME TO THE POINT OF DEATH. THE GREAT DEEP ENGULFED ME, WEEDS WERE WRAPPED AROUND MY HEAD. 

6 "I DESCENDED TO THE ROOTS OF THE MOUNTAINS. THE EARTH WITH ITS BARS [WAS] AROUND ME FOREVER, BUT THOU HAST BROUGHT UP MY LIFE FROM THE PIT, O LORD MY GOD. 

7 "WHILE I WAS FAINTING AWAY, I REMEMBERED THE LORD AND MY PRAYER CAME TO THEE, INTO THY HOLY TEMPLE. 

8 "THOSE WHO REGARD VAIN IDOLS FORSAKE THEIR FAITHFULNESS, 

9 BUT I WILL SACRIFICE TO THEE WITH THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING. THAT WHICH I HAVE VOWED I WILL PAY. SALVATION IS FROM THE LORD." 

10 THEN THE LORD COMMANDED THE FISH, AND IT VOMITED JONAH UP ONTO THE DRY LAND.

A. The men onboard have tried everything from rowing harder to throwing "things" overboard, but it is not until they throw Jonah overboard that the sea calmed!

1. I think there is a lesson in this and that is that the Lord wants us not our "things".

2. It appears that Jonah will surely die, but in that "death" he is really about to find life!

a) It is not until Jonah gives his life that he finds it.

b) And the Lord chooses a very "peculiar vessel" as Jonah"s classroom.

B. We do not know exactly what this "great fish" is but we do have God"s word that it was "appointed" by Him.

1. For those of us that may be a bit skeptical, there are at least2 "great fish" that would be capable of swallowing a man. They are the Balaenoptera Musculus or "sulphur-bottom whale" and the Rhinodon Typicus or "whale shark".

a) Both of these "great fish" have no teeth and feed by opening their mouths and rushing through the water at great speeds collecting whatever in their paths.

b) They then strain out the water and swallow whatever is left.

2. A sulphur-bottom whale was captured off Cape Cod in1933and his mouth alone was10 to12feet wide. He could have easily swallowed a horse.

a) These whales have4to6 compartments to their stomachs and in their head is an air storage compartment that is often7 feet tall, 7 feet wide, and14feet long. ( I think our first apartment was about that big;>) )

b) It is also fact that if one of these whales has something or "someone" in him that gives him a headache- he will swim to the nearest land and "upchuck" the offender!

C. I would like to give you a few true and accurate accounts to prove that this is not only possible, but also actually happened.

1. This is taken from a book by Grace W. Kellogg with the title of "The Bible Today."
a) She tells of an article in the Cleveland Plain Dealer about a dog that was lost overboard and found6 days later, in the head of a whale, alive and barking.

b) "French scientist M. deParville, writes of James Bartley, who in the region of the Falkland Island, was supposed to have been drowned at sea. Tow days after his disappearance, the sailors made a catch of a whale. When it was cut up, much to their surprise they found their missing friend alive but unconscious in side the whale. He revived and has been enjoying the best of health ever since his adventure."
c) "Dr. Harry Rimmer, President of the Research Science Bureau of Los Angeles writes this, In the Literary Digest we noticed an account of an English sailor who was swallowed by a gigantic Rhinodon in the English Channel. Briefly the account stated that in the attempt to harpoon one of these monstrous sharks, this sailor fell overboard, and before he could be picked up again, the shark turned and engulfed him. Forty-eight hours after the accident occurred, the fish was sighted and slain. When the shark was opened by the sailors, they were amazed to find the man unconscious but alive! He was rushed to the hospital where he was found to be suffering from shock alone and a few hours later was discharged as being physically fit."" (J. Vernon McGee- Through The Bible- Vol3 - Page752-753)

(1) It is not a matter if "if" it can be done, it has been done!

(2) Granted, Jonah"s stay was for one more day and night, but we also know that God was involved in this one and once again HE appointed this "great fish"!

(a) So it is possible that Jonah was alive and well inside this great fish.

(b) But there is another opinion among some scholars and that is that Jonah died in the belly of this great fish and that the Lord resurrected him.

III. Jonah 2:1-2 (NASB) THEN JONAH PRAYED TO THE LORD HIS GOD FROM THE STOMACH OF THE FISH, 

2AND HE SAID, "I CALLED OUT OF MY DISTRESS TO THE LORD, AND HE ANSWERED ME. I CRIED FOR HELP FROM THE DEPTH OF SHEOL THOU DIDST HEAR MY VOICE.

A. I cried for help from the depth of Sheol. Sheol is another word for "the grave."
1. In other words Jonah thought he was going to die inside the belly of this great fish!

a) Jonah was convinced this fish was his tomb!

2. I might also ask, "When do you think Jonah prayed this prayer?"
a) That might be better answered by asking, "When do you think YOU would have prayed this prayer?" - When you were thrown overboard, when the fish swallowed you or on the2nd or3day?

(1) If this was a casual pray after2-3days then perhaps Jonah was alive- but we must at least consider that it could have been a prayer while "going down."
IV. Jonah 2:3-5 (NASB) "FOR THOU HADST CAST ME INTO THE DEEP, INTO THE HEART OF THE SEAS, AND THE CURRENT ENGULFED ME. ALL THY BREAKERS AND BILLOWS PASSED OVER ME. 

4 "SO I SAID, "I HAVE BEEN EXPELLED FROM THY SIGHT. NEVERTHELESS I WILL LOOK AGAIN TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE." 

5 "WATER ENCOMPASSED ME TO THE POINT OF DEATH. THE GREAT DEEP ENGULFED ME, WEEDS WERE WRAPPED AROUND MY HEAD.

A. I think it is important that we understand that whatever happened here it was literal and Jonah either died or thought he was going to die!

1. Facing death has a way of making a person deal with what really matters.

2. It helps us shed our own agendas and prepare to meet the Lord.

a) At that moment- it matters a great deal what He thinks and what He requires.

(1) Jonah is there!

V. Jonah 2:6-9 (NASB) "I DESCENDED TO THE ROOTS OF THE MOUNTAINS. THE EARTH WITH ITS BARS [WAS] AROUND ME FOREVER, BUT THOU HAST BROUGHT UP MY LIFE FROM THE PIT, O LORD MY GOD. 

7 "WHILE I WAS FAINTING AWAY, I REMEMBERED THE LORD AND MY PRAYER CAME TO THEE, INTO THY HOLY TEMPLE. 

8 "THOSE WHO REGARD VAIN IDOLS FORSAKE THEIR FAITHFULNESS, 

9 BUT I WILL SACRIFICE TO THEE WITH THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING. THAT WHICH I HAVE VOWED I WILL PAY. SALVATION IS FROM THE LORD."

A. Jonah"s "vain idol" was himself- his opinion- and his desire to do his own will instead of the will of the Lord toward the Ninevites. And it had caused him to "forsake his faithfulness" to the Lord.

1. But this experience had brought about a change of heart! 9 But I will sacrifice to Thee With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay.

2. Jonah finally realized that his salvation was not his own. He had not been saved to do his own will but to do the Lord"s will and he had to lose his own live to realize that!

a) Remember- repentance is seeing sin the way the Lord does and getting up and turning the other direction of that which cause us to miss the mark in the first place!

b) Jonah has come to repentance!

VI. CONCLUSION

A. Jonah 2:10 (NASB) Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land.

1. Jonah may be covered in vomit- but he is a new man!

2. Sheol is a place for the dead- but Jonah is more alive now than he has ever been- so the grave is no place for him!

a) But he had to die to himself to find life in the Lord!

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1 

John Brown

Jonah 3:1
The God of Second Chances

I. INTRODUCTION

A. In our last study Jonah was "born again" in the belly of a whale!

1. If we look at the term "born again" as experiencing the Lord in such a new and deep way that it affects every fiber of your being- Jonah was definitely born again.

2. Before the fish- he was man who didn"t see things the way the Lord did and was more concerned about what he wanted than what the Lord wanted.

a) But3days in the fish"s belly has changed him- not only spiritually bit I think it most likely that even his physical appearance was different.

(1) Remember Dr. Harry Rimmer, the President of the Research Science Bureau of Los Angeles, I told you about last week?

(a) He was the one who told of the sailor that fell overboard only to be found in the belly of a Rhinodon shark48 hour later, unconscious but alive, and released as healthy a few hours later.

(b) Well it seems that this man was on exhibit at the London Museum and billed as "The Jonah of the Twentieth Century."
(c) In1926 Dr. Rimmer went to see this man and described his physical appearance as this, "There was not a hair on his entire body and he had patches of yellowish-brown covering his entire skin. (Through The Bible- J. Vernon McGee- Vol3 , Page752)

(i) It is safe to say that after3day in that fish- JONAH WAS NOT THE SAME MAN he was when he went in!

II. Jonah 3:1-2 (NASB) NOW THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO JONAH THE SECOND TIME, SAYING, 

2 "ARISE, GO TO NINEVEH THE GREAT CITY AND PROCLAIM TO IT THE PROCLAMATION WHICH I AM GOING TO TELL YOU."
A. Please notice that the message has not changed but once again, Jonah has!

1. This morning I would like to spend a little time on the statement in the first verse of chapter3: Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time.

a) What a tremendous illustration we would have missed if the Lord had given up on Jonah after the first time he tired to get his attention!

b) Aren"t you glad that the Lord is long-suffering and patient?

c) Aren"t you glad that we serve a God of second and third and even dozens of chances to get it right: to hear His voice and do His will?

(1) There is one thing I am sure of. There are very few NO people in this world that will be as patient or forgiving as the Lord is toward His children.

B. I thought it might encourage us all this morning to take a look at some of the Bible"s most notable figures, their failures, God"s patience, and their eventual success!

III. JACOB

A. Most of you remember way back in Genesis - Jacob "tricked" his brother Esau out of his birthright with a bowl of soup.

1. Jacob was a cunning and clever young man with a tendency to depend upon his own skills instead of the will of the Lord.

2. You may also remember that the Lord sent along a man even more clever that Jacob to deal with him. It was "uncle Laban", who cheated him out of many hears of his life!

a) But the Lord had appointed a "great fish" for Jacob also (if you will).

b) It was at Peniel that Jacob became "born again."
(1) As he sat there by the river Jabok, fleeing from uncle Laban from one side of the river and know he would have to face Esau (the brother that he had hurt) on the other side- he was a man conflicted!

(a) Living his life that way he wanted to, depending upon his own cunning, had destroyed his life.

(b) That night the Lord wrestled with him in prayer. The Lord didn"t want Jacob to give up. He wanted him to give in!

(c) And he did! Jacob was never the same after that. He walked with a limp from then on, but he walked with the Lord.

(i) Peniel was Jacob"s second chance!

IV. DAVID

A. Young David started out right, but allowed himself to wonder from the things of the Lord.

1. Samuel actually handpicked you David to be king BECAUSE of his heart towards the Lord.

2. We read of great and mighty exploits from this man who loved the Lord and tried to live by His words and will. The Lord made him a great warrior and King of Israel!

a) But time, money and fame took its toll on him and he ended up as a murderer and an adulterer.

b) But the Lord has a "great fish" prepared for David also:

(1) It wasn"t until his own son Absalom rose up against him to take his kingdom- and was killed that David"s heart broke!

(a) 2 Samuel 18:33 And the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. And thus he said as he walked, "O my son Absalom, my Song of Solomon , my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my Song of Solomon , my son!"
(i) This experience changed David forever and we see this in Psalm 51:7-12 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice. 

9 Hide Thy face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11Do not cast me away from Thy presence, And do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

12Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, And sustain me with a willing spirit.

(b) But after all this the Lord still considered him a "man after his own heart."
V. PETER

A. Peter was yet another man who was a little too self-reliant.

1. He was quick to speak, quick to Acts , and so self assured that the emphatically told the Lord in Mark 14:31 (NASB) &. "[Even] if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!"
2. Yet as he warmed himself by the fire, the rooster crowed and Peter realized that he had failed miserably.

3. But, as he caught the Lord"s eye when he looked through the judgment hall- they were not eyes of hatred or even condemnation but eyes of forgiveness.

a) This touched Peter so deeply that he went outside a cried like a baby.

b) I guess you could say that Peter"s "great fish" was a rooster, but he was never the same after that.

(1) The Lord appeared to Him privately after his resurrection to make sure he was OK and encourage him to get on with the Lord"s will and work!

(a) Jesus didn"t give up on Peter even when Peter did.

(b) And because of that, after Pentecost, Peter became a great evangelist.

B. And for my last example I would like to read you a few pages from Pastor Jim Cymbala"s new book Fresh Power. Jim is the Senior Pastor of The Brooklyn Tabernacle.

1. (Read pages68-75)

VI. CONCLUSION

A. Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time.

1. You may have given up on the Lord- but He surely has not given up on you!

a) Why not give yourself another chance?



Verses 2-10 

John Brown

Jonah 3
Jonah the Suicidal Evangelist

I. INTRODUCTION

A. In our last study of Jonah we limited ourselves to chapter3verses1-2 - Jonah 3:1-2 (NASB) Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 

2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you."
1. And we expounded the wonderful virtues of the Lord as a God of second chances.

2. And I think we would all agree that He has been more than loving and patient with us all.

a) And without His grace and mercy none of us could stand before Him with any righteousness.

B. This morning we will continue with chapter3and see what happens when Jonah arrives in the city of Nineveh.

1. I would like to point out that the entire city turns to the Lord and this is long before the "official church" gets there.

2. There will also be another great revival. It will be on a grander scale than any other and it will occur after the church has been raptured.

a) I think this proves to us that the Lord is not dependant upon the church!

b) The church can be a powerful force, but often it just sits around waiting for something great to happen and expecting someone else to do it.

(1) But the Lord will still get His will and His work done through the Jonah"s, and the Peter"s and the Paul"s- with or without the church!

II. Jonah 3:1-2 (NASB) NOW THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO JONAH THE SECOND TIME, SAYING, 

2 "ARISE, GO TO NINEVEH THE GREAT CITY AND PROCLAIM TO IT THE PROCLAMATION WHICH I AM GOING TO TELL YOU."
A. The Lord told Jonah that Nineveh was a "great city" before in Jonah 1:2.

1. To give you an idea of the scope of this evangelical outreach, I will read the last verse in chapter4 - Jonah 4:11 "And should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than120 ,000 persons who do not know [the difference] between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?"
2. That is over half of the city of Glendale (AZ) - that gets right with the Lord!

a) There is no "program" - no "entertainment" - no "radio spots" and no "flyers", yet the Lord accomplishes his will!

(1) And here is a beautiful example of His grace- He uses a man that has already failed him once to get this accomplished!

3. It is important to point out that Nineveh proper (that is the actual city) was not big enough to hold this many people.

a) But there were2other cities close by (Calah and Khorsabad) of which Nineveh was the capital.

b) Song of Solomon , these120 ,000 people included those cities in this same valley along the Tigris and Upper Zab Rivers.

III. Jonah 3:3 (NASB) SO JONAH AROSE AND WENT TO NINEVEH ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD. NOW NINEVEH WAS AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT CITY, A THREE DAYS" WALK.

A. The "great fish" seems to have made a "whale" of a difference in Jonah"s life because we now see him doing things according to the word of the Lord.

IV. Jonah 3:4 (NASB) THEN JONAH BEGAN TO GO THROUGH THE CITY ONE DAY"S WALK AND HE CRIED OUT AND SAID, "YET FORTY DAYS AND NINEVEH WILL BE OVERTHROWN."
A. Jonah walks and Jonah preaches- to whomever will listen.

1. Just a personal opinion here but I think his experience inside the great fish was definitely an attraction as was most likely his looks that backed up the experience.

a) I think people were willing to listen to a man that had come back "from the dead" so to speak.

b) I would also guess that Jonah liked this part of the message- the "turn or burn" part- because remember, he didn"t like the Ninevites in the first place!

(1) But, he was still a man of "little faith" because I don"t think he expected what came next.

V. Jonah 3:5 (NASB) THEN THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH BELIEVED IN GOD AND THEY CALLED A FAST AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH FROM THE GREATEST TO THE LEAST OF THEM.

A. The people of Nineveh believed in God!

1. Hebrews 11:6 (NASB) And without faith it is impossible to please [Him], for he who comes to God must believe that He Isaiah , and [that] He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

a) All the Lord has ever asked is that we believe in Him, by faith- and that is what the Ninevites did.

(1) And genuine faith is demonstrated in action as James tells us James 2:18-20 (NASB) But someone may [well] say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works." 

19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 

20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

VI. Jonah 3:6-8 (NASB) WHEN THE WORD REACHED THE KING OF NINEVEH, HE AROSE FROM HIS THRONE, LAID ASIDE HIS ROBE FROM HIM, COVERED [HIMSELF] WITH SACKCLOTH, AND SAT ON THE ASHES. 

7 AND HE ISSUED A PROCLAMATION AND IT SAID, "IN NINEVEH BY THE DECREE OF THE KING AND HIS NOBLES: DO NOT LET Prayer of Manasseh , BEAST, HERD, OR FLOCK TASTE A THING. DO NOT LET THEM EAT OR DRINK WATER. 

8 "BUT BOTH MAN AND BEAST MUST BE COVERED WITH SACKCLOTH AND LET MEN CALL ON GOD EARNESTLY THAT EACH MAY TURN FROM HIS WICKED WAY AND FROM THE VIOLENCE WHICH IS IN HIS HANDS.

A. What a wonderful example of true repentance the king of Nineveh was!

1. He didn"t let his pride or his position get in the way. Just the opposite, he used it for the Lord"s glory!

2. By example he led the way and urged every person in Nineveh to call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.

a) I wonder what the reaction would be in America if this was the response of our president?

(1) Would there be mass repentance or mass retaliation?

(2) I think we have seen from these last too presidents, that the public is much more tolerant with a womanizing, "public", lost president- than one with a relationship with the Lord!

(3) But the King of Nineveh didn"t let the majority"s "opinion" stop him from doing what was right.

VII. Jonah 3:9-10 (NASB) "WHO KNOWS, GOD MAY TURN AND RELENT, AND WITHDRAW HIS BURNING ANGER SO THAT WE SHALL NOT PERISH?" 

10 WHEN GOD SAW THEIR DEEDS, THAT THEY TURNED FROM THEIR WICKED WAY, THEN GOD RELENTED CONCERNING THE CALAMITY WHICH HE HAD DECLARED HE WOULD BRING UPON THEM. AND HE DID NOT DO [IT.]

A. Many texts say that the Lord "repented" concerning what He had planned for Nineveh if they did not turn their hearts to Him.

1. To repent means to "change your mind" to see things they way the Lord does, but since He is God and know the end from the beginning, He doesn"t need to "change His mind to see things the way the Lord does."

a) What this does mean it that because of the cities" repentance, He did not need to carry out what was planned.

b) It is more of a fulfillment of His ultimate desire for Nineveh than a change of mind.

B. Now, for most people involved in the Lord"s work- this would be a dream come true!

1120 ,000 people get saved- an entire region, as a result of one man"s work- Jonah.

2. Most of us would be thrilled to be used by the Lord in this way, but not Jonah.

a) Remember- Jonah had a deep hatred for the Ninevites and I think his reaction shows us that even though he was doing what the Lord asked of him, he was secretly hoping that the Ninevites would NOT turn to the Lord- because he did not want them saved!

(1) Look at his reaction:

VIII. CONCLUSION

A. Jonah 4:1 (NASB) But it greatly displeased Jonah , and he became angry.

1. Jonah didn"t just get angry- he was angry with the Lord. So much so that is verse3of chapter4he asks the Lord to kill him!

a) But that is a subject for next week"s study.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11 

John Brown

Jonah 4
Gordo

I. INTRODUCTION

A. This morning we come to the4th and final chapter of the book of Jonah.

1. As far a Nineveh is concerned, the book could have ended with chapter3.

a) They repented, the Lord relented and that was all that needed to be done.

b) But the problem is no longer with Nineveh. The problem is with Jonah - the prophets, the man of God!

(1) Isn"t it interesting that the Lord has more problems with one of His chosen vessels that and entire city of pagans?

(2) Jonah is a runner, a pouter, has a rebellious heart, and about the best that can be said of him is that he is a very "reluctant" servant.

B. We have seen him buy a one-way ticket to Tarshish when the Lord asked him to go and preach to the Ninevites.

1. Tarshish was in the opposite direction.

2. He had to get swallowed by a great fish, prepared by the Lord, for the Lord to get his attention.

3. As we saw in the last chapter, he had learned from the experience to obey the word of the Lord, but he still didn"t have the heart of the Lord.

a) He preached in Nineveh, and the city got saved, but he was made at the Lord for saving them!

b) We are going to see the Lord "win" Jonah"s heart here in chapter4.

c) As I said earlier, the Lord is through with Nineveh but He is not through with Jonah.

(1) Will pick up our study with chapter4. The entire city of Nineveh has been save and Jonah doesn"t like it at all!

II. Jonah 4:1-2 (NASB) BUT IT GREATLY DISPLEASED Jonah , AND HE BECAME ANGRY. 

2AND HE PRAYED TO THE LORD AND SAID, "PLEASE LORD, WAS NOT THIS WHAT I SAID WHILE I WAS STILL IN MY [OWN] COUNTRY? THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO FORESTALL THIS I FLED TO TARSHISH, FOR I KNEW THAT THOU ART A GRACIOUS AND COMPASSIONATE GOD, SLOW TO ANGER AND ABUNDANT IN LOVINGKINDNESS, AND ONE WHO RELENTS CONCERNING CALAMITY.

A. Although we do it all the time, it seems almost comical when we see it others. And here we see Jonah trying to "set the Lord straight."
1. He is basically saying, "See, I told you this would happen." "That is why I wanted to go to Tarshish instead of Nineveh." "I know you are loving and forgiving and that you would forgive these stinkin" people if they asked you to and sure enough- that is exactly what happened." "If you would have at least listened to me this could have been avoided!"

a) Oh, by the way, it doesn"t necessarily mean that he didn"t, but this is the first time it is mentioned that Jonah prayed since he was in the belly of the fish.

b) It has been my experience that prayer "aligns" me with the will and purposes of the Lord and that a lack of prayer, creates an even greater "gulf" between what I think and what the Lord thinks.

(1) This would certainly be the case for Jonah , because he is definitely thinking with the Lord"s mind nor acting with the Lord"s heart!

(2) But it is interesting. He does now quite a bit about the Lord"s character.

III. Jonah 4:3 (NASB) "THEREFORE NOW, O LORD, PLEASE TAKE MY LIFE FROM ME, FOR DEATH IS BETTER TO ME THAN LIFE."
A. It is not uncommon at all for Monday to be a very depressing day in the Life of a pastor.

1. And this is often after a wonderful day in the Lord on Sunday!

2. Elijah wanted to die right after he defeated the prophets of Baal.

a) A Christian is most vulnerable when they are drained physically, mentally, and spiritually.

b) And although Jonah has been an "unwilling" servant- he has been through a great deal in a very short time and the only solution he can see at this time, is death.

(1) But the lord has a few questions for him.

IV. Jonah 4:4 (NASB) AND THE LORD SAID, "DO YOU HAVE GOOD REASON TO BE ANGRY?"
A. Dr. G Douglas Young translated this verse like this: "Is doing good displeasing to you?" Jonah. (Through the Bible- J Vernon McGee- Vol3. page764)

1. Well I think the answer to these2question was be a little different for Jonah:

a) "Is doing good displeasing to you?" - the answer would be- in this case, "Yes!"

b) "Do you have good reason to be angry?" - the answer would have to be "No!"

(1) But since when does "reason" and "logic" give way to a raging heart?

(2) Jonah knows he has not real reason for his reactions Song of Solomon , he pouts.

V. Jonah 4:5 (NASB) THEN JONAH WENT OUT FROM THE CITY AND SAT EAST OF IT. THERE HE MADE A SHELTER FOR HIMSELF AND SAT UNDER IT IN THE SHADE UNTIL HE COULD SEE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THE CITY.

A. I think Jonah was still pretty sure that once the king and the city saw that the Lord wasn"t going to "toast" them- they would return to their wicked ways. So he bought himself a ringside seat on a hill to the East of the city and even made a little "lean-to" to get out of the sun.

VI. Jonah 4:6 (NASB) SO THE LORD GOD APPOINTED A PLANT AND IT GREW UP OVER JONAH TO BE A SHADE OVER HIS HEAD TO DELIVER HIM FROM HIS DISCOMFORT. AND JONAH WAS EXTREMELY HAPPY ABOUT THE PLANT.

A. Song of Solomon , here is Jonah - camped out on the hillside, waiting for failure on the part of the Ninevites- still a very reluctant servant- but the Lord blesses him anyway.

1. Living here in Arizona, you can appreciate any kind of shade around July and August. And one can truly "understand" why Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.

a) Now keep in mind that he is mad at the Lord for saving the Ninevites, but he is more than willing to receive this blessing from the Lord.

b) In fact, from Jonah"s perspective, this little gourd was about the only thing in his life that had meaning and purpose. He was stuck in place that he didn"t want to be in, with people he didn"t even want to associate with, but at least he has his plant to provide some relief from al this discomfort.

VII. Jonah 4:7-8 (NASB) BUT GOD APPOINTED A WORM WHEN DAWN CAME THE NEXT DAY, AND IT ATTACKED THE PLANT AND IT WITHERED. 

8 AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN THE SUN CAME UP THAT GOD APPOINTED A SCORCHING EAST WIND, AND THE SUN BEAT DOWN ON JONAH"S HEAD SO THAT HE BECAME FAINT AND BEGGED WITH [ALL] HIS SOUL TO DIE, SAYING, "DEATH IS BETTER TO ME THAN LIFE."
A. Here is Jonah again- full circle- wanting to die.

1. If this weren"t so sad it would be funny. When he had the plant he was happy or at least content.

2. But he has the maker of the plant, the maker of the fish, and the maker of the universe talking to him, and can"t see the value in it.

a) Life has meaning with the gourd, but not without it!

b) Jonah is not only without his gourd- he is out of it also.

VIII. Jonah 4:9 (NASB) THEN GOD SAID TO Jonah , "DO YOU HAVE GOOD REASON TO BE ANGRY ABOUT THE PLANT?" AND HE SAID, "I HAVE GOOD REASON TO BE ANGRY, EVEN TO DEATH."

A. He still doesn"t get it! He still feels justified in his anger over these decisions the Lord is making.

1. Now the Lord will make his point

IX. Jonah 4:10-11 THEN THE LORD SAID, "YOU HAD COMPASSION ON THE PLANT FOR WHICH YOU DID NOT WORK, AND [WHICH] YOU DID NOT CAUSE TO GROW, WHICH CAME UP OVERNIGHT AND PERISHED OVERNIGHT. 

11 "AND SHOULD I NOT HAVE COMPASSION ON NINEVEH, THE GREAT CITY IN WHICH THERE ARE MORE THAN120 ,000 PERSONS WHO DO NOT KNOW [THE DIFFERENCE] BETWEEN THEIR RIGHT AND LEFT HAND, AS WELL AS MANY ANIMALS?"
A. " Jonah , you took such good care of this plant that I provided." "It became so important to you, and so valuable in such a short time." "Why is it so hard for you to understand my love for the people of Nineveh?" "You loved one little plant and saw value in it, why can you not see the value in120 ,000 people who have turned their hearts to me?"

X. CONCLUSION

A. I would like to make this application in closing:

1. There are millions of "Ninevites" out there that need to hear about the Lord. They need to have a chance to repent and get right with the Lord.

a) But it will not be til we see how much the Lord loves them that we get involved.

b) And finally, why is it so easy for us to attach ourselves to and find value, in the meaningless things in life, but so difficult to give the Lord and His purposes the right place in our hearts?

